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THE ROOF OF
AFRICA

Mount Kilimanjaro rises unexpectedly from the savanna of northern
Tanzania as if a child drew it — massive, symmetrical and crowned by a
jagged cap of white snow. This dormant volcano, which soars to a dizzying
5,895m, is Africa’s contribution to the “seven summits” checklist of the
highest point on each continent. Kilimanjaro's frozen peak feels out of
place so near the equator, but in the tree-dotted plains below, giraffes and
elephants don’t pay the anomaly any notice; they're too busy chomping
mouthfuls of fine acacia leaves. For Tanzanians, Kilimanjaro is a point of
national pride, and the mountain’s charms draw visitors from around the
world who come to test their mettle on the long hike to the peak or

simply to enjoy the iconic landscape. sy Morgan Trimble
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PEOPLE OF THE MOUNTAIN
Maasai herders with their characteristic

red blankets tend livestock in the northern

shadow af Kilimanjaro, as they've done

for hundréds ofyears. The Maasai are -
renowned for coexisting peacefullywith

wildlife, andtheir lands are home tosome

of Africa’s fiant safari destinations. ——

- South of the mountain is Chagga territory.

More sedentary than the Maasai,

the Chagga peo plle are agriculturalists,
growing coffee urgfaKilimanjarn's slopes.
The tribes were once adversaries, but
today, people from a\’ll_. backgrounds work
togeiher on the mountain.
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